


Partnerships in protection
Many surfaces can play host to
bacterial and viral pathogens,
including MRSA, VRE, C. difficile,
Aspergillus, fungus, TB and

others. Some of these infectious
organisms can survive on their
own for up to several months,
and without proper measures, can
be transferred from staff to patient.

Effective environmental infection
control, then, becomes a
partnership among facilities
management, housekeeping
and the environmental design
team. Guidelines for infection
control are established, specific
disinfecting procedures are
rigorously adhered to and
products that stand up to rigorous
cleaning and disinfecting are
introduced.

According to the Center for
Disease Control (CDC),
disinfecting solid surfaces

with quaternary ammonium
compounds and a |:10 bleach/
water solution remains the most
reliable means to infection
control. Antimicrobial fabrics
have proven a boon to the
prevention of organisms spread
through contact with textiles
and upholstery.

Pallas Textiles, a distributor

of high-performance textiles

for healthcare environments,

has made significant inroads

into infection control through
antimicrobial technologies. Used
as upholstery on furniture, privacy
curtains and other applications,
Pallas’ antimicrobial and bleach
cleanable fabrics prevent bacteria
from forming. While no fabric —
antimicrobial or otherwise — has
the capacity to kill bacteria. Pallas
fabrics go a long way in reducing

potential “hiding places” for germs.

No one product or practice will
or can be expected to completely
eliminate HAI or prevent the
spread of infectious organisms.
Rather, multidimensional
strategies are required/strategies
that combine hand hygiene and
evidence-based intervention/
care processes with specially
designed products that support
the overarching infection control
mission. In the end, commitment
from all healthcare stakeholders
offers the best chance of putting
HAl in its place.

* Hospital-acquired infections in Pennsylvania,

2007, the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost
Containment Council.

Eight strategies for
infection prevention
* Target high-touch areas
* Stress techniques over chemicals
* Follow directions
* Consider risks associated
with sporocides
* Determine the effect chemicals
have on materials, patients
and staff
* Assemble multidisciplinary teams
* Check each other’s work

* Emphasize handwashing among

all staff and visitors
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